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Para Los Niños Hosts Sixth Annual “Felices Fiestas” Winter Carnival Bringing Together 

Community and Philanthropy for Families in Need 

Over 1,000 children and families of need to attend grand holiday event with elected officials, celebrity guests 

and Santa, thanks to the Walton Family Foundation and Disney. 

 

Los Angeles, CA – Para Los Niños will celebrate their annual “Felices Fiestas” holiday family festival 

for over 1,000 children, youth, and adults today at their Gratts Primary School location. Also expected 

to attend, are U.S. Representative Jimmy Gomez, State Senator Maria Elena Durazo, and 

Assemblymember Miguel Santiago and multiple celebrity guests from the Para Los Niños relationship 

with Feeding America.   

 

“This event is an opportunity for our children and families to have a fun-filled day with each other to 

increase social connections and positive attachment during the holiday season,” said Andy Herod, 

event organizer and Para Los Niños, Vice President of Family and Community Services. “We are so 

thankful for the support of our staff, elected officials, volunteers, celebrity guests, and of course, the 

Walton Family Foundation and Disney for their investment to make this happen each year.” he added. 

 

Guests are treated to dozens of activities, lunch, photos with Santa, and much more to make the 

season bright for some of Los Angeles’s neediest children. All families are members of the organization 

who serves Los Angeles’s most vulnerable communities through education – starting at six-weeks – 

and wraparound support, including home visits, counseling, support groups, and more to empower and 

strengthen families and communities.  

 

Feeding America expected to bring celebrity guest volunteers to help serve lunch and healthy options 

for beverages including: Julie Bowen, Darby Stanchfield, Samantha Harris, Eva LaRue, and Alexandra 

Shipp.   

 

“This is one of my favorite things we do each year. It is such an incredible opportunity to share in the 

joy of this event and celebrate the extraordinary work of our families and community through the 

year,” said PLN President and CEO Drew Furedi. “I’m so appreciative of the care and support of our 

partners who make this happen and the dozens of dedicated volunteers who come each year to make 

this so magical for our children and families.” 
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The event is for Para Los Niños children and families – not open to the public – from 11:30am-

3:00pm at Gratts Primary Center, 474 Hartford Ave. 

 

About Para Los Niños: 

Founded on Skid Row in 1980, Para Los Niños provides education and wraparound support to over 6,000 of 

L.A.’s neediest children, youth, and families each year. PLN fosters pathways to success by striving for excellence 

in education, family support, and comprehensive social-emotional, and community based services.  

 

Through early-education, tk-8th grade education, youth workforce services, and family and community services 

Para Los Niño’s’ model provides a comprehensive, holistic approach to break the cycle of poverty and help 

children and youth thrive.  
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